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Dear Friends,

If you’ve been involved with 
CCFW for any length of time, 
you know of our bold goal to 
end poverty in our community. 
Seeing this become a reality 
requires an intersection of big-
picture dreaming and practical 
doing. We must work hard to 
ensure that everything we do 

points the families we serve towards a clear pathway out 
of poverty.

This is why, next January, we will roll out a new strategic 
plan, wholly aimed toward our goal of ending poverty, 
one family at a time. Our focus is shifting away from 
individual programs and eligibility requirements and 
honing in even more on what really matters – the people 
we serve. The new CCFW will remain rooted in Catholic 
Social Teaching, our century-old mission, and our values. 
These things are crucial to our identity, and will never 
change. But the way we do business will change to make 
it even easier for families in need to seamlessly access 
an array of CCFW services for as long as they need, so 
that, by the time they are done with CCFW, they are 
done with poverty, too. Forever.

Our new strategic plan has three main components, 

which you’ll read more about in this newsletter. One, 
we are dedicated to creating poverty solutions, using 
methods we know work for the people we serve and 
are based on their needs. Two, we are committed to 
eradicating poverty, and so everything we do must 
propel us in this direction. And three, we are proud to 
be an agency that transforms - the ways we address 
poverty, the lives of the people we serve, and the 
national conversation on this issue.  

I’m excited that our new strategic plan will launch us to 
a place where we can offer even better life-changing, 
hope-filled services to our community, and ultimately 
see an end to poverty. Whether you are a parish partner, 
donor, volunteer, foundation, corporate funder, or 
someone working alongside us in one of many other 
ways, you play an important part in our strategy to 
reach our goal. I am deeply grateful that you have 
chosen to take this journey with us. The destination will 
be amazing!

With gratitude,

Heather Reynolds

President/CEO   

Welcome



  
events

The 60 minute program includes a 

complimentary light lunch while you 

learn more about our legacy, witness the 

innovative work we do in this community 

first-hand, and discover how you can be 

a part of our goal to end poverty.

Wednesday, December 2, 2015

Mix and mingle at 11:30 a.m. 

Program runs from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Will Rogers Memorial Center - Round Up Inn

3400 Burnett-Tandy Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76107 

RSVP required. For more information and 

reservations, please contact Missi Cowart 

at mcowart@ccdofw.org or 817.289.3876.

Please join us for the 14th Annual

Did you know CCFW has a young professionals 
group? Need YPO is a collective of advocates in their 

20’s and 30’s who are committed to the mission of 
Catholic Charities Fort Worth in our community.

When it comes to ending poverty, we believe you 
have to know the need the meet the need. We focus 
is on empowering like-minded young professionals 
who are ready to take action through social, service 

and educational opportunities.

A $50 annual membership covers four free lunch 
and learns and access to all of our events and oppor-

tunities to make a real difference in our city. If you 
would like to learn more or become a member, visit 
the Catholic Charities website under Get involved or 

contact us at NeedYPO@ccdofw.org.

Need
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Fiesta Recap
  

Current Events

Our 23rd Annual Noche de Fiesta event was by far our best 
Fiesta to date! With your generosity and support, we surpassed 
our goal and raised over $855,000. We would like to thank 
everyone who supported CCFW through sponsorships, advertis-
ing, underwriting, donations and, of course, bidding!

The evening was filled with food, drinks, friends, and fun as 
guests enjoyed bidding on unique and entertaining items during 
our first year at the Fort Worth Convention Center. This year’s 
silent auction included several new and popular items, including 
a Kendra Scott grab bag table and a beautiful Tacori necklace 
and earring set.

Even more exciting, however, was the high energy live auction. 
The bidding was fierce as our guests raised their paddles for 

new items, like a speed-painted canvas of Christ, and returning favorites, including the ever-popular Fr. Jeff’s Ok-
toberfest party. A highlight of the evening was a new coin flipping game – Heads or Tails. The lucky winner went 
home with a $1000 Visa gift card! As always, we were overwhelmed by the generosity of everyone who gave to 
Catholic Charities during Make a Difference, which brought in a record-breaking $370,000. We continue to be 
blessed by hearts of all those who support our mission to end poverty and are already looking forward to next 
year’s Fiesta!

                 Save the Date 

                 24th Annual Noche de Fiesta 
                 Saturday, August 27, 2016
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Test and find 
l i f e - c h a n g i n g 
s o l u t i o n s

coordinate services 
across boundaries

gi
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e comprehensive 

& holistic help

engage key leaders 
and groups to be an 
advocate for change

# of poverty solution programs/total programs

# of underway research studies

% of social enterprise impact goals accomplished

# of clients served by poverty solution programs/
total clients

$ invested to poverty solution programs/total $ 
invested in programs

# of clients out of poverty/total clients in 
poverty solution programs

# of ccfw solutions exported to other communities

# of CCFW site visits, presentations, or publica-
tions on poverty ending solutions

# of meaningful engagement opportunities and 
compelling influence

how we 
get thereour vision how we’ll 

measure



  
[create]
When Kela started Padua five months ago, she had recently lost several close family members and her hard-earned savings had 
gone to funeral costs. Then she was laid off from her job and began a new position for lower wages. Soon after, her car was 
totaled and Kela was forced to spend most of her earnings on a rental.

  
Do you want to help a family like Kela’s? Donate vehicles to CCFW:

For vehicles not in working condition, call 855.950.GIVE (4483) to arrange the pick-up and donation of your vehicle. Proceeds from the sale of 
the vehicle will benefit CCFW programs. For working vehicles, please contact Danielle Graham at 817.413.3926 or dgraham@ccdofw.org.

 Transportation is a barrier for many of our clients, and vehicle donations are a great way to assist them on their journey out of poverty! 

[Because of Padua’s collaborative model, many elements worked together to create a solution]

“We wanted to share our blessings by donating 
our older car. CCFW has done a great job of 

educating our community on the importance of 
reliable transportation, so we knew this amazing 
agency would use our donation to make a posi-
tive difference in someone’s life.”  - Nicki Prevou

transportation was key. So, an in-
kind car donation by a Padua Game 
Changer made a game-changing moment.

the car was a huge blessing, but 
it needed a few minor repairs that 
the budget was unable to cover.

Enter our amazing Transportation Program Team. 
Willie Rankin, our Transportation Fleet Manager, 
and Anand Pradhan, our Fleet Steward, came in 

on a Saturday to complete the repairs. 

Kela has now completed management 
training at her new job and created 
a timeline for going back to school.

“I consider my case management team extended 
family,  family that will help guide and see 

me through all of these trials and tribulations 
together. Thank you so much Catholic Charities 

team.” - Kela Brooks



  
[eradicate]
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Poverty thresholds are dollar 
amounts used to determine pov-
erty status. The current federal 
poverty threshold for a family of 
four is $24,230 a year.

According to the Living Wage 
Calculator, a family of four in 
Texas needs to earn $50,501 a 
year after taxes in order to cover 
basic necessities. 
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To truly eradicate poverty, we have to measure success by the number of families that leave poverty behind for good. The 
Padua Pilot has begun testing “out of poverty” as families earning a living wage, having three months-worth savings, having 
little to no debt, and living free of government benefits. We will learn from Padua as we go and measure our work by this level 
of expectation.

This graph represents the current average savings of our 40 
active clients and the average target savings amount. 

did you know?

One of Padua’s main goals is each 
client earning a “Living Wage” - the 
rate a family must earn to meet their 
needs independently. The graph to 
the right illustrates the gap between 
the current average monthly income 
of our clients and a living wage in-
come.

A key component of our 12-Asset Approach at this stage 
is Hope. The meaningful improvement in this area is 
based on the self-reporting of the 14 clients that have 
completed a 90-Day Reassessment.

Recent data says almost 
44% of Americans don’t 

have enough money saved 
to stay out of poverty for 
more than three months if 

they lose their income.



  
[transform]
Part of our mission is to advocate for compassion and justice in all structures of society. That means we have to be an active 
part of the local and national conversation on poverty. Yes, we want to transform the lives of every client, but to be truly effec-
tive, we have to transform the way the country views and addresses our neighbors in poverty.

A National Stage

Last year, several Catholic Charities from across the 
nation attended a CCFW workshop to learn more about 
TIN. Because of this workshop and TIN’s success, Cath-
olic Charities Chicago is in the process of implementing 
the program in their city. 

“If we as Americans agree that each person should be able to achieve their full, God-given potential - and I think we all could 

agree on that - we need to ensure that every American can access safe housing, plentiful and nutritious food, honest work 

for a fair wage, and full participation in community life.” - Heather Reynolds

After Heather’s testimony to the House 

Budget Committee last year, she was 

invited to testify to the Ways and Means 

Committee in May to share her thoughts 

on designing proposals that address the 

needs of those in poverty.

Recently, Heather was asked to submit 

a written testimony to the National 

Commission on Hunger about how to 

alleviate food insecurity and poverty in 

America. She was sought because the 

Commission needed testimony focused 

on the depth of services rather than 

quantity.
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BRACELET
Classic with a twist, this 
tautly woven bracelet can 
stand on its own, literally. 
It is structured just enough 
to give off an architectural 
vibe, showing off a gilded 
ring centerpiece. The ring 
can be worn like a time-
piece or swiveled below 
the wrist like a clasp.
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CIRCLE SCARF
Our favorite staple piece 
- the timeless circle scarf 
- got an update just in 
time for the season. Beau-
tiful crochet-work merges 
seamlessly with a faux-
fur in the seasons richest 
colors. Drape it naturally 
around your neck to keep 
you warm in the winter or 
to add a pop to your top 
this fall. We recommend 
a high top bun and a fun 
shade of lipstick to match!

IN
T

O
 T

H
E

 W
O

O
D

S

NECKLACE
The perfect juxtaposition 
of laid back nature and 
modern art, this necklace 
is tightly woven to hold 
it’s shape and is knotted 
in a dream-catching way. 
The wood pendants are 
crafted from fallen juni-
per tree branches in the 
Rocky Mountains, and are 
dip-dyed in deep hues to 
illuminate their texture.

TIS’ THE SEASON TO BE FASHIONABLE
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CAPE
Not for the faint of heart, 
this beauty is made from 
100% portuguese wool, 
farmed from the natural 
colors of the Bordaleira 
de Entre Douro e Minho 
sheep of Portugal. It can 
be faceted with a decon-
structed suede cord, or 
left to drape open. The 
cape will keep you warm; 
the style will keep oth-
ers guessing what other 
trends you’ve got up your 
sleeve.

VIEW MORE OF OUR NEW COLLECTION AT WORNFORPEACE.COM



Top Volunteer Needs

Drivers Needed in Transportation: Give some-
one a lift out of poverty! Volunteer Drivers 
provide rides for employment or critical medi-
cal appointments. Volunteers can choose their 
schedule (M-Sat) and drive their own vehicles 
or one of CCFW’s vehicles. Volunteers can 
drive from any of our 3 offices (Fort Worth, 
Arlington and Colleyville).

Central Intake: Be the Voice of Compassion! 
We are in need of assistance with answering 
phone calls to assess client needs and connect 
them to appropriate programs. Volunteers are 
needed M-F 8am-2pm at all office locations 
(Fort Worth, Arlington and Colleyville).

Receptionist: Our Arlington campus is in need 
of a receptionist for the front desk on Tues-
days from 3pm-7pm. This volunteer will pro-
vide help and hospitality for clients who need 
to visit this campus, particularly after regular 
business hours for counseling services.

Donation Center: Our donation center needs 
help on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays with 
pick-up and deliveries of donations. Provid-
ing furniture and other basic needs for our 
dlients helps them as they begin their journey 
towards self-sufficiency. Lifting and bending 
are required. Volunteers can ride-along with 
staff and assist - a personal vehicle/truck is 
not needed.

Do you speak Spanish? Several programs need 
the support of bilingual volunteers.  

For more information, please contact 
volunteer@ccdofw.org

  
volunteer

The Junior League of Fort Worth gives back to our community in so many ways, and 

their generosity continues to bless our agency. Recently, the Junior League began a 

new project in our Workforce Services Department called Mentors and Makeovers. Ju-

nior League volunteers work to help women enrolled in Workforce Services programs 

learn communication skills, prepare for job interviews, and receive professional styling 

assistance.

“The Mentors and Makeovers project has been a great addition to our Workforce 
department. The makeover day is a really fun experience, but the project is more 
than just getting a new wardrobe.  The ladies finish the project with more confi-
dence in themselves and the support they get from the other ladies involved is 
really inspiring and uplifting.” - Teri Masters, Workforce Services Program Manager



Christmas Angels

Be an Angel! Catholic Charities Christmas Angels Program

How You Can Help: 

Sponsor a Christmas wish list for a child 
or multiple children and families. We wel-
come participation from service groups, 
professional groups, youth groups, etc.

Gift Cards! We gladly accept gift cards 
of any amount to Dollar Tree, Wal-Mart & 
Target. Volunteers will take donated gift 
cards and purchase wish list items.

Spread the word! Share our project on 
social media, in your church bulletins, & 
with your friends and family. 

What: 

The CCFW Christmas Angels 

program is gearing up for another 

holiday season! In partnership with 

our Creating Hope Donation Center, 

we plan to serve over 500 children 

this year! You can become an angel 

for a child by requesting a Christmas 

wish list that could include clothes, 

jackets, shoes, and toys.

Who To Contact: 

To request a wishlist: 
christmasangels@ccdofw.org or 
817.614.2399 by November 23rd.
 

For additional questions:

Danielle Graham
Manager of In-kind Services
dgraham@ccdofw.org
817.413.3926

If you are interested in supporting the 
NW Campus by fulfilling a wish list, 
please contact Laura Sotelo at 
lsotelo@ccdofw.org

Help us ensure our community’s children have a wonderful Christmas morning!



Planned Giving is a thoughtful and generous way 

to meet your personal financial objectives while 

helping CCFW in its long-term financial planning.  

In making a gift to the Catholic Charities Fort 

Worth Endowment, you plant the seed for creating 

a legacy of generosity to those in need. 

You can continue the work and vision initiated in 

your life by empowering CCFW to enhance its role 

in serving and giving hope to those less fortunate 

and making ending poverty possible. 

Legacy of Hope

If you would like more information about how to make a planned gift, or if you have already included us in your estate 

planning, please contact Kristy Brown, Senior Director of Advancement, at kbrown@ccdofw.org or 817.413.3924. 

Bequests

 Life Insurance

Retirement Plan

 Charitable Trusts

Here are some ways you can help 
Catholic Charities provide help and 

create hope for generations to come:



If you shop on Amazon this Christmas (and 
year round!), be sure to go to smile.amazon.
com and select Catholic Charities Fort Worth as 
the beneficiary. Whenever you shop using the 
browser smile.amazon.com, Amazon will donate 
0.5% of your purchase to us. That can really add 
up and make a big difference!

Catholic Charities is proud to be part of 
the 2015 Greatest Gift Catalog Ever!



and Family
Presenting Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Butch & Frankie Bercher | Richard & Annette Borkowski

Ben & Mary Frances Doskocil | Higginbotham & Associates 

Jetstream Oil & Gas | Robert & Susan Rearden 

Gary & Kris Sanders - Regal Metals

TXU Energy | Jim & Becky Wilkes

Larry & Karen Anfin | BB&T | Pier 1 Imports 

Tracy Rector & Greg Fitzgerald

A huge thanks to our 2015 sponsors!



Bank SNB | Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth

 Daniel & Ronda Feeney | GM Financial 

Good Shepherd Catholic Community

 Hahnfeld Hoffer Stanford | Holy Family Catholic Church  

Greg & Rebeca Kubes - Edward Jones 

Gene & Karen Lamis | TDECU - Your Credit Union 

Total Building Maintenance, Inc.

Anonymous| Walter & Doris Aue | Tom & Rebecca Buddenbohn 

 Cantey Hanger, LLP | Ciera Bank 

Cook Children’s Health Care System  

Toni Elrod | Henry & Juanita Fenoglio Fort Worth Club

Frost Bank | Rose Hall | Melvin & Mary Henkes  

Hillwood Alliance Group  

Law Office of Jason Mills Immigration Law Firm 

Luther King Capital Management | Dr. Frank & Pam McGehee 

Ray & Deb McNamara | MHMR of Tarrant County

Purple Land Management, LLC |  RPGA Design Group | George 

& Breda Shelton | St. Ann’s Catholic Church - Coppell | Steele & 

Freeman, Inc. | St. Patrick Cathedral

Michael & Sue Tenny | XTO Energy

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors
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TO PROVIDE SERVICE TO THOSE IN NEED, 
TO ADVOCATE COMPASSION AND JUSTICE IN 
THE STRUCTURES OF SOCIETY, AND TO CALL 

ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL TO DO THE SAME. 

CONNECT WITH US

Backpacks needed! Lighten the 
load for one child this school 
year, by helping them pack for 
success. Visit myblusource.com/
products/CCFW to sponsor a 
backpack today. 

If you would like to elect to receive an electronic version of our newsletter 
and help us conserve costs, or you no longer wish to receive this publication, 

please email your request to Yovana Munoz at ymunoz@ccdofw.org


