
POVERTY 

IS IN THE 

DETAILS



Dear Friends,

Because we’ve been hearing 
about poverty for so long, 
it’s easy to think we know 
what it’s about. We banter 
about food stamps, health 
care access, affordable 
housing, homeless shelters, 
and whatnot to each other 
and on social media. But all 
too often, these discussions 
distract us from what is most 
important - the people.

Mother Teresa said, “We 
think sometimes that poverty 
is only being hungry, naked 
and homeless. The poverty 
of being unwanted, unloved, 
and uncared for is the 
greatest poverty. We must 
start in our own homes to 
remedy this kind of poverty.” 
Yes, we need to fit together 
the pieces that will help 
solve poverty. But we must 
be motivated to do this by a 
deep love and desire to care 
for people in poverty. People 
just like you and I, uniquely 
made in the image of God, 
deserving of respect and 
lives of dignity.

Without people, poverty 
wouldn’t exist. This means 
we all have a role to play 
in solving it and whatever 
solution we implement has 
got to focus its heart – not 
on systems, not on budgets, 
not on eligibility, not on rules 

and enforcement – but on 
people. You will read more 
about a few of these people 
in this newsletter. People 
ready to make the most of 
every opportunity. People in 
need of just a little kindness 
to feel more hopeful. People 
dedicating their career to 
telling the story of those 
in poverty. People willing 
to give their time to make 
someone else’s life a little 
brighter.

From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank you for 
“starting in your own 
home” to remedy poverty. 
I thank you for investing 
so wholeheartedly in the 
people that make up this 
organization and in the 
people it serves. You are 
truly a force to be reckoned 
with.

With gratitude,

Heather Reynolds

President/CEO   

The 60 minute program includes a complimentary light lunch 
while you learn more about our legacy, witness the innovative 

work we do in this community first-hand, and discover how you 
can be a part of our goal to end poverty.

Wednesday, November 30, 2016
Mix and mingle at 11:30 a.m. 

Program runs from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Will Rogers Memorial Center - Round Up Inn

3400 Burnett-Tandy Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76107 
RSVP required. For more information and reservations, please 

contact Merryl Carson at mcarson@ccdofw.org or 817.289.3876.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 15TH ANNUAL

WELCOME

FROM 

ME TO 

YOU



Our 24th Annual Noche de Fiesta event was by far our best Fiesta 
to date! With your generosity and support, we surpassed our goal 
and raised over $810,000. We would like to thank everyone who 

supported CCFW through sponsorships, advertising, underwriting, 
donations and, of course, bidding! We feel so blessed to have a 

community that believes in what each of us does every day. 

Thank you for making our poverty-ending work possible!

A NIGHT TO 

REMEMBER

An exciting game of Heads or Tails ended 
with one lucky winner taking home a 

$1,000 Visa giftcard!

Former CCFW client and current CCFW employee, Jimmy Alphonce, shared his 
incredible story of perserverance.

The silent and live auctions were a hit! 
The top bid went to the always popular 

“Breakfast with the Bishop.”

As we’ve introduced newly coordinated, long-term services, we’ve run into a challenge: How to help families believe 
that getting out of poverty is truly possible? Answering this question requires commitment, grit, and creative problem 
solving.

Hope has been shown to be a predictor of positive engagement in school and the workplace. So, we designed a 
pilot to test whether delivering a brief “hope boost” to clients before offering case management would increase 
enrollment and long-term engagement. We call it Hope×.

The “hope boost” is a video of a past CCFW client telling their story of success. Our goal is to identify effective 
methods that help families see beyond the needs of today and commit to the long-term work that will truly transform 
their lives. Here’s how it works:

Clients reach out 
to CCFW for help

Scheduled for 
appointment Clients randomly assigned 

to Group A or Group B Only Group A shown 
brief, hopeful video

Both groups told about 
General Case Management 
services and invited to enroll

So far, we have learned clients who watched the videos were more likely to say yes to case 
management services. We know we are on the right track and have several ideas for next 

steps to continue increasing client engagement.

HOPE IS

REAL &

TANGIBLE



Our goal isn’t just that our clients don’t need our services again, it’s that they never require any 
services. We want to create lasting change by truly eradicating poverty one family at a time. Nermin 

and her husband are the embodiement of our vision.

Morad and Nermin Zaki left Egypt for the U.S. in search of a better life. Morad came to us for help finding employment. He 
worked hard and was able to land an engineering job. After his contract job ended, he found permanent employment earning 
above a living wage. Nermin had long wanted to become an accountant, but was denied the opportunity in Egypt. Her case 
manager helped her find a scholarship to study at TCC and she’s been working on her degree since 2014.

Nermin will graduate next year and the family is earning above living wage. They have built up an emergency savings account 
with more than three months’ expenses and have even begun to save for retirement. Truly out of poverty, this summer they 
purchased and moved into a new home.

“Nermin has done an amazing job balancing her roles as mother and student. She stays up at night 
time studying, while her children are sleeping. She has maintained A’s and B’s in all her coursework.”

 - Catalina Arciniega, Nermin’s Case Manager

“Catholic Charities 

showed me how 

to fish.” 

- Nermin Zaki

Part of our mission is to advocate for compassion and justice in all structures of society. 

That means we have to be an active part of the local and national conversation on poverty. 

2012 & 2013 
CCFW staff participated in 
predatory lending rondtable 
discussions during the 
Texas Catholic Conference’s 
Advocacy Day in Austin.

2015 
The TX legislature set 
forth multiple bills that 
would protect Texans 
from predatory lending. 
None of them were 
passed.

2015 
30 TX cities began 
passing city ordinances to 
protect their citizens. 

Feb. 2016 
We advocated for the 
city of Arlington to pass 
the ordinances, and 
they voted unanimously 
in favor.

Aug. 2016 
We were invited to D.C. to 
speak before the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
on their predatory lending 
regulations.

We know that freedom from negative debt is key 
to escaping poverty. That’s why we’re committed 
to transforming predatory lending practices. We 
have advocated for reform at both the state and 
local level.

RAISE 

YOUR 

VOICE



VIEW MORE OF OUR NEW COLLECTION AT WORNFORPEACE.COM

GIVE PEACE.

GIVE HOPE.

GIVE FASHION.

Crochet Cap

Tightly woven and roomy enough on top 
to get that relaxed-yet-cool look, this hat 
is perfect for those crisp fall days. Pull it on 
after yoga, when the weather calls for snow, 
or just to add some dimension to your look.

Heathered Brass Neckpiece

Tightly spun around rope cording, this 
necklace is as much structured as it is a 
statement. A brass adornment makes it 
tribal and trendy. Layer the camel version on 
more camel and black for a monochromatic 
look, or wear the purple to cheer on our 
local team, the TCU Horned Frogs!

Colorblock Circle Scarf

The luxurious, soft hand on this scarf is 
perfection, as is the tight-knit stitch pattern 
that each refugee carefully crochets for 5 
hours a piece. The monochromatic color 
schemes are in vogue, and so is being 
beautifully comfortable in this warm 
number.

Vintage Silk Crochet-Edge Scarf

Made from vintage (mostly silk) scarves and 
finished with a hand-stitched crocheted 
edge, these are truly one-of-a-kind pieces. 
Tie it up in your hair, facet it as an accessory 
on your handbag, make it a wrist-wrap...
however you wear it, you’ll be bringing 
some history along with your social 
purchase.

CHRISTMAS ANGELS

The CCFW Christmas Angels program is gearing up for 
another holiday season! In partnership with our Creating 
Hope Donation Center, we plan to serve over 600 children 
this year! You can become an angel for a child by requesting 
a Christmas wish list that could include clothes, jackets, 
shoes, and toys.

Sponsor a Christmas wish list for a child or multiple children 
and families. We welcome participation from service groups, 
professional groups, youth groups, etc.

Gift Cards! We gladly accept gift cards of any amount to 
Dollar Tree, Wal-Mart & Target. Volunteers will take donated 
gift cards and purchase wish list items.

Spread the word! Share our project on social media, in your 
church bulletins, & with your friends and family. 

Request a wishlist at christmasangels@ccdofw.org or 
817.614.2399 by November 23rd.
For additional questions:
Desiree Garcia
In-kind Coordinator
dgarcia@ccdofw.org
817.413.3908
If you are interested in supporting the NW Campus by 
fulfilling a wish list, please contact Laura Sotelo at 
lsotelo@ccdofw.org

WHAT

WHO TO CONTACT

HOW YOU CAN HELP



Additional High Volunteer Needs

For additional questions contact volunteer@ccdofw.org or sign up for an upcoming orientation at www.
catholiccharitiesfortworth.org/get-involved

One of our highest volunteer needs is in our 
Transportation Program. Our volunteer drivers 
truly give members of our community a lift out 
of poverty. Would you be willing to carpool or 
ride-share once a week to help us meet this 
need? Our most urgent needs are represented 
on the map to the right.

• Blue routes are needed mostly for taking 
clients to employment, especially between 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

• Purple markers represent dialysis location 
centers our clients need to be dropped off 
at in the morning hours

For more information, contact Meagan Wynn at 
mwynn@ccdofw.org

Recently, a group of volunteers from JP Morgan 
Chase invested their time, talent and sweat into 
Urban Manor. 

Urban Manor provides safe and affordable housing 
with on-site services to individuals and families 
working towards self-sufficiency. 

The group provided $1,000 for supplies and spent 
the day brightening the apartment complex. They 
did an awesome job refreshing the landscape and 
repairing and painting balconies. 

We are so thankful for their dedication to our mission!

CRAFT THE 

COMMUNITY

[AMBASSADORS]  Engage others in our mission!

[HOPE CENTER]  Be the voice of hope!

[APARTMENT SET-UP]  Create a new home!

[MENTORS & TUTORS]  Guide a fresh start!











If you shop on Amazon this Christmas (and year 
round!), be sure to go to smile.amazon.com 

and select Catholic Charities Fort Worth as the 
beneficiary. Whenever you shop using the browser 

smile.amazon.com, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
your purchase to us. That can really add up and 

make a big difference!

Catholic Charities is proud to be part 
of the 2016 Greatest Gift Catalog 

Ever! The Greatest Gift Catalog Ever 
features 75 unique charitable giving 

opportunities for those looking to give 
back this holiday season. 

For more information call 817.922.8297

Bequests

 Life Insurance

Retirement Plan

 Charitable Trusts

Here are some ways you can help 
Catholic Charities create hope:

Planned Giving is a thoughtful and generous way to 
meet your personal financial objectives while helping 
Catholic Charities Fort Worth in its long-term financial 
planning for our efforts to end poverty.  In making a 
gift to the CCFW Endowment, you plant the seed for 
creating a legacy of generosity to those in need. 

You can continue the work and vision initiated in 
your life by empowering CCFW to enhance its role in 
serving and giving hope to those less fortunate for 
generations to come. 

If you would like more information about how to make a planned gift, or if you have already included us in your estate 
planning, please contact Kristy Brown, Senior Director of Fund Development, at kbrown@ccdofw.org or 817.413.3924. 

GIFTS TO 

MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE



and Family
Presenting Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

Ben & Mary Frances Doskocil | Frost | Higginbotham & Associates  

Gary & Kris Sanders - Regal Metals | TXU Energy 

Leo & Terry Wegemer | Jim & Becky Wilkes

Gold Sponsors

Holy Family Catholic Church | Jetstream Oil and Gas 

Pier 1 Imports | Tracy Rector & Greg Fitzgerald

A huge thanks to our 2016 sponsors!

Larry & Karen Anfin | BB&T Bank

Richard & Annette Borkowski | Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth

Daniel & Ronda Feeney | GM Financial

Good Shepherd Catholic Community

Hahnfeld Hoffer Stanford | Gene & Karen Lamis

Steele & Freeman, Inc. | TDECU | XTO Energy

Anonymous | Walter & Doris Aue

Butch & Frankie Bercher | Tom & Rebecca Buddenbohn

 Cantey Hanger, LLP | Cary HY Custom Homes Inc.

Henry & Juanita Fenoglio | Rose Hall | Melvin & Mary Henkes 

Hillwood Alliance Group, L. P. Hillwood Properties | John Sons Press

Greg & Rebeca Kubes - Edward Jones, Inc. 

Ray & Debra McNamara | MHMR of Tarrant County | Plains Capital Bank

Purple Land Management, LLC | RPGA Design Group 

George & Breda Shelton | Michael & Sue Tenny

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors
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TO PROVIDE SERVICE TO THOSE IN NEED, 

TO ADVOCATE COMPASSION AND JUSTICE IN 

THE STRUCTURES OF SOCIETY, AND TO CALL 
ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL TO DO THE SAME. 

CONNECT WITH US

We need Ambassadors! 

For more information, email 

Advancement@ccdofw.org

If you would like to elect to receive an electronic version of our newsletter and 
help us conserve costs, or you no longer wish to receive this publication, please 

email your request to Yovana Munoz at ymunoz@ccdofw.org

CREATE. ERADICATE. TRANSFORM.


