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Dear Friends,

When you look ahead five, ten, or twenty years, what 
do you see? A new career? Moving into your dream 

home? A child’s graduation 
from high school? Retirement? 
Most of us have some sort of 
vision for our future, even if 
it’s just a collection of “what 
if” and “maybe someday” 
thoughts. But for people in 
poverty, the struggles and 
needs of today can be so 
all-consuming, that little is 
left over for dreaming and 
planning for the future. 

Despite this overarching similarity, every family in 
poverty experiences being poor in its own way. Poverty 
is complex, with unique causes and other factors. 
As we utilize research and other methods to learn 
more about poverty, we are discovering that there are 
many right answers we can use to fill in the blanks. 
Why are people in poverty? Lack of education, low-
wage employment, a medical crisis, divorce, job loss, 
illiteracy…Any of these and more are a factor for a 
given family.

People in poverty often feel hopeless, struggle daily, 
and are caught in an inescapable cycle. We want to 
see families move from simply surviving to thriving 
in self-sufficiency, and help them picture a whole 
new future for themselves. When it comes to ending 
poverty, we need to think just as big and diverse as the 
problem itself.   

You’ll read about some of the keys to escaping poverty 
in this newsletter. Our Stay the Course pilot is helping 
low-income college students stay in school. Our 
new Hope Center is alleviating immediate crises and 
ushering families into the long-term case management 
that is needed to break the cycle of poverty. And recent 
advocacy efforts call even more people of goodwill to 
join us in the fight. 

Just as poverty is made up of many different factors, 
it will take all of us working together to end it and to 
help the families we serve fulfill their dreams for the 
future. Whether you are a parish partner, one of our 
donors or volunteers, a foundation or corporate funder, 
or someone working alongside of us in one of many 
other ways, you play an important part. What can you 
do to end poverty?

With gratitude,

Heather Reynolds

President/CEO   

Join Catholic Charities Fort Worth and emcee Deborah Ferguson, 
award-winning news anchor of NBC 5 Today, as we celebrate our 24th 

Annual Noche de Fiesta Dinner and Auction fundraiser! 

Saturday, August 27, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  

Fort Worth Convention Center  

1201 Houston Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102

Mix and mingle at 11:30 a.m.  Program from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

For details and tickets, visit bidpal.net/fortworthfiesta or 
email Advancement@ccdofw.org

Wichita Falls
Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Our Lady Queen of Peace Family Life Center

4040 York Street, Wichita Falls, TX 76309

Fort Worth
Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Will Rogers Memorial Center - Round Up Inn 

3400 Burnett-Tandy Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76107

Mark your calendars now for our annual Creating Hope for our Community Fundraising Luncheon!

For more information, please contact Kristy Brown at kbrown@ccdofw.org or 817.413.3924.



As a boy growing up in Africa, Aaron clung tightly to a dream: college. This dream led Aaron to the U.S. in pursuit of education and the  
opportunities  it would bring. He enrolled at Tarrant County College to study engineering.

But  dreams  aren’t immune to the realities of life. Aaron had come to the U.S. as the sole provider for his younger brother. This lack of family 
support was tough, especially in the face of tight finances, car breakdowns, and culture shock. Aaron’s grades began to slip as the urgencies 
of life claimed more and more of his energy and attention.

Enter Stay the Course, one of CCFW’s  innovative solutions  for ending poverty and a pilot project in partnership with the University of Notre 
Dame’s Lab for Economic Opportunities. Stay the Course supports Aaron and other low-income college students to persist in earning degrees 
that will be  key to future  living wage employment. 

We pair each student with a navigator, a Stay the Course case manager who is equipped to connect the student to whatever  resources  they 
need to persist in school. 

Aaron’s navigator helped  facilitate  car repairs, food assistance, and tutoring, and was an important source of support for Aaron. And this 
past May, he earned his associate’s degree in industrial engineering, and became the first in his family to graduate from college. He has been 
accepted to Texas Tech to further his engineering studies. 

Although Edwina is at the start of her journey, with the support of her case manager she is working with her university to 
re-enroll in school for the fall semester. Edwina told us, “Catholic Charities is a place where people of all ages, backgrounds, and 
cultures can find the help that they need. I did, and I am forever grateful for Catholic Charities’ financial assistance when I needed 
it the most, as well as the employment support services. Thanks again for being here to give me hope!”

Edwina was struggling. A full-time college student, she found herself unable 
to carry out even some of the most basic daily activities when she fell ill 
last spring. Her health challenges meant she often missed the only bus that 
would get her to campus for her morning classes. Her grades began to suffer 
and she was at risk of losing her financial aid. Without this financial help, 
she wouldn’t be able to pay rent. 

Life was quickly becoming overwhelming, and Edwina was at risk of 
spiraling into poverty. Just days before she was to be evicted, Edwina 
called CCFW. A Hope Center specialist answered the phone, heard Edwina’s 
story, and quickly arranged a time for Edwina to meet in person with Hope 
Center staff. Together, staff worked to pay Edwina’s back rent and stop her 
eviction.

But because CCFW is focused on completely eradicating poverty, our help 
didn’t end there. Hope Center staff invited Edwina to team up with a CCFW 
case manager who could help her work on reaching her longer-term goals, 
beyond just meeting the needs of today. Toni Haynes, Hope Center manager, 

says, “We saw and actively participated in a miracle for Edwina. As she was facing possible homelessness, we walked alongside her in every 
step and looked at all possible options. We were able to intervene. The eviction process was stopped, homelessness was prevented, and 
Edwina was set on the pathway out of poverty.”

“His commitment to the program showed his sincere 
dedication in his goals. Aaron was so grateful when we 
intervened and offered emergency financial funds to assist 
with an eviction notice, as he had lost his job. We also 
updated his resume, which landed him a better paying job 
with a flexible schedule that allowed him to continue with his 
studies. I attended Aaron’s graduation and was overwhelmed 
with joy as I noticed the huge smile on his face as he proudly 
walked across the stage.” 
         - Tolya Washington, Aaron’s navigator

ROOM TO DREAM HOPELESSNESS

Since CCFW’s Hope Center opened in January, it has helped over 4,000 people. People with nowhere else to turn. People in 
desperate distress. People who had lost hope. 99% of clients tell us that the Hope Center alleviated their financial crisis. 
90 days later, 100% of clients say that they have maintained their housing, utilities payments, or medical care because of 
CCFW’s help. Hope Center staff work to quickly help people get out of crisis, and then give them the opportunity to work 
hand in hand with a case manager on their long-term goals. People like Edwina.



One way we are filling in the blanks of poverty alleviation is by advocating for compassionate, consistent, and 
evidence-based practices at the highest levels of our government. In an open letter to Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, 
CCFW President/CEO Heather Reynolds thanked Ryan for his public admission he had been wrong about people in poverty, 
but encouraged him not to stop there. Reynolds asked Ryan and other leaders to learn about the root causes of poverty and 
redefine what it means to be out of poverty by moving away from an outdated federal poverty line and towards a definition 
that takes into account the realities of today. Our current welfare system further victimizes the poor by requiring them to stay 
in poverty in order to receive assistance. Reynolds argued that the right non-profits can address poverty better because they 
have the flexibility to tailor services through a wide array of solutions filling the blanks when it comes to how to get out of 
poverty. 

HEARTS & MINDS

This past April, our President/CEO, Heather Reynolds testified before 
the Texas Senate Health and Human Services Committee on the 
refugee vetting process and the work that CCFW does for refugees. 
She advocated Texas remain a welcoming state to refugees fleeing 
persecution, war, and violence. “These are folks who have fled their 
homelands,” she shared, “and cannot return because of persecution 
for a multitude of discriminatory reasons. They are victims, literally 
fleeing for their lives.”

Here at CCFW, we are proud of the fact that 96% of our Refugee 
Match Grant clients reach self-sufficiency within six months. That 
means they don’t receive any financial social services, including state 
assistance. This statistic also shows that these individuals are learning 
a new language, assimilating into our communities, and engaging in 
the workforce, all within six months. 

At CCFW, we believe that we have a moral obligation to welcome the stranger as Christ has called us to do. It is a privilege to 
advocate for our refugee brothers and sisters as they seek to create a new life in our community.

THE TRUTH ABOUT POVERTY

Many of you joined us this past spring for our annual gathering, 
“The Truth About Poverty.” Robert Doar, Morgridge Fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute, joined us for an exciting evening of 
poverty-related learning and discussion. 

Robert Doar has helped connect CCFW with other influential 
groups and thought-leaders in the arena of poverty alleviation. 
These relationships are crucial in our work to transform the way 
our nation thinks about, talks about, and addresses poverty. 

The most poignant part of the evening came from a panel of former CCFW service participants. Mandie, Dave, 
and Denay openly shared their personal experiences with poverty, what they wish more people knew about 

people in poverty, and what they think needs to happen to end it.

THE BIG PICTURE
“It’s not just throw money at it [poverty] and make it go 
away. You have to step in and say, what really needs to 
happen?” - Mandie Hayes

“If you ask a child what they want to be when they grow 
up, no child will tell you they want to be poor. Something 
happened in the course of their life that made them feel 
like there was no way out.” - Denay Freeman

“One of the slides said they want end poverty one family 
at a time. Well, they ended it for my family.”
- Dave Rosenheim



Join us for the 22nd Annual

Saturday, August 9, 2014 at 6 p.m.
At the Omni Fort Worth Hotel

1300 Houston Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102

Sponsor
Sponsorship levels range 

from $3,000-$25,000

Underwrite
Help offset various 
costs of the event

Attend 
Tickets are $125 to  

join us for the fun 

Donate
If you cannot attend, 

support us via the 
attached envelope 
or at bidpal.net/
fortworthfiesta

How can I be 

involved?

Purchase a chance to win 

a $1,000 Visa gift card! 

During the silent auction, 

buy as many chances as 

you like to participate in 

this interactive game. 

Before the live auction, 

all players will stand and 

choose “Heads” or “Tails.” 

The auctioneer will flip a 

coin, and if your selected 

side lands face up, you’re 

safe! Those who chose 

the opposite side must sit 

back down. The winner of 

the gift card will be the 

last person left standing. 

Don’t forget to visit the 

Heads or Tails table and 

play the odds!

Heads
or

Tails

Celebrate with Catholic Charities Fort Worth (CCFW) and 
emcee Deborah Ferguson, award-winning anchor of NBC 5 

Today, for a night of dinner and drinks, silent and live auctions, 
and tons of fun. With an expected attendance of 800+ guests, 
our goal is to match the over $850,000 we raised in 2015! As 
our community’s needs continue to grow, we invite you to join 

us in support of our work to end poverty. 

Cocktail Attire
Open Bar, donated by an anonymous donor as a thank you to 

our CCFW supporters

For more information, visit bidpal.net/fortworthfiesta  
or email Advancement@ccdofw.org

Auction Preview

Dinner with Betsy

Get an exclusive, close and 
personal evening with Fort 
Worth’s very own Mayor 
Betsy Price. You and seven 
guests will enjoy a private 
dinner with the Mayor at a 
local eatery. It will truly be 
an experience to remember 
as you get to know the fun-
loving Betsy on a personal 

level.

Grandview at Las Vegas

Enjoy a one week stay 
in Las Vegas in a one 
bedroom condo at The 
Grandview at Las Vegas 
Resort. Situated less than 
six miles from the famed 
Strip, the resort offers 
easy access to the glitz 
and glamour of Las Vegas. 
Take in a fabulous show or 
court Lady Luck in one of 

the areas’ famous casinos. The spacious floor plan 
sleeps four and is includes a washer/dryer and 
private kitchen equipped with range, microwave 
convection oven, full-size refrigerator with ice 
maker, dishwasher, coffee maker, and toaster.

Breakfast with the Bishop

Relish this once in a lifetime 
opportunity for you and 
five of your closest friends 
to spend the morning with 
Bishop Michael Olson. A tasty 
breakfast will be provided 
at the St. Patrick’s rectory 
as the Bishop shares his life 
experiences and words of 
wisdom. Take this opportunity 

to get to know Bishop Olson a little better, and 
enjoy a great meal at the same time!

The Fighting Irishman

Cheer, Cheer for Old Notre 
Dame! Looking for a football 
experience you will never 
forget? Then the Fighting 
Irishman package is for you! 
Stay at a local hotel for the 
weekend while enjoying two 
tickets to the October 29th 
game between Notre Dame 

and Miami, a guided tour of the campus, and 
passes to an exclusive tailgate to prep for the big 
game!

Join us for the 24th Annual

Presented by

Saturday, August 27, 2016 at 6 p.m.
the fort worth convention center

1201 Houston Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102

Back by popular 

demand...



This architectural beauty 
is washed in vibrant 
colors, spun onto a 
structured rope and 
framed out with a piece 
of antiqued brass. It’s 
the perfect pop for this 
season’s bright whites and 
neutral palettes.
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PLAIT NECKLACE
Modeled after a beauti-
ful carrera marble and a 
green, lush watercolor 
scene, these plait neck-

laces frame up a white tee 
shirt in a way that only 
wearable art can. They slip 
over the head effortlessly 
and we promise they’ll be 
the center of the conver-
sation. 
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E Artfully tethered between 

a row of five beautiful 
beads that fall along your 
neckline, these necklac-

es are made with recy-

cled heathered yarns and 
woven tightly to create a 
textured ban. Our denim 
version pairs nicely with 
the denim on denim trend 

this spring.

An all-around beauti-
ful, simple, stackable 
wear! These bracelets are 
braided with love, and 
then sealed with a gold 
magnetic clasp. This will 
be your go-to finishing 
piece on the way out the 
door.

Use the code FIESTA for 20% off the spring line and look out for the fall collection at WORNFORPEACE.COM
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BRAID BRACELET

Bequests

 Life Insurance

Retirement Plan

 Charitable Trusts

Here are some ways you can help 
Catholic Charities create hope:

Planned Giving is a thoughtful and generous 
way to meet your personal financial objectives 
while helping Catholic Charities Fort Worth in 
its long-term financial planning for our efforts 
to end poverty.  In making a gift to the CCFW 
Endowment, you plant the seed for creating a 
legacy of generosity to those in need. 

You can continue the work and vision initiated 
in your life by empowering CCFW to enhance 
its role in serving and giving hope to those less 
fortunate for generations to come. 

LEGACY OF HOPE

If you would like more information about how to make a planned gift, or if you have already included us in your estate planning, 
please contact Kristy Brown, Senior Director of Fund Development, at kbrown@ccdofw.org or 817.413.3924. 



TIME & TALENT
We are so grateful to the Good Shepherd 
Men’s Ministry for demonstrating faith 
in action. They painted the dining hall in 
the Assessment Center creating a brighter 
environment for the children in our care 
that have been removed from their homes 
due to abuse in neglect. 

But they didn’t stop there, they also 
sanded and stained benches for our prayer 
garden.

When did poverty become personal for you? What was the moment that compelled you to join us in the 
fight to end poverty? That pivotal moment is the spirit driving the KNOW Poverty hour, our new agency 
tour. The KNOW Poverty hour is a dynamic and meaningful experience that we were thrilled to debut at 
our Ambassador Training in June. An Ambassador is a passionate volunteer committed to recruiting 
10-15 others to join the fight to end poverty. First step is inviting them to KNOW Poverty.

[AMBASSADORS]  Engage others in our mission!

[TRANSPORTATION]  Give a “lift” out of poverty!

[HOPE CENTER]  Be the voice of hope!

[APARTMENT SET-UP]  Create a new home!

[MENTORS & TUTORS]  Guide a fresh start!

TOP VOLUNTEER NEEDS

For additional questions contact volunteer@ccdofw.org or sign up for an upcoming 
orientation at www.catholiccharitiesfortworth.org/get-involved



Join us as we begin a new tradition, Giving Month! For the past few years, CCFW has participated in North Texas 
Giving Day. Now that we have expanded and opened our Northwest Campus located in Wichita Falls, we’re 
doubling the opportunities to support our community through Texoma Gives as well. Remember, your donation 
is worth more than you think! Each gift of $25 or more will help us receive extra funding toward our goal to end 
poverty. 

Check out the details below and mark your calendar for the giving day nearest you. All the money we raise on 
each giving day will make a difference in your own neighborhood. 

DONATE YOUR RIDE

Call 855.950.GIVE (4483) or fill out the form on our 
website at CatholicCharitiesFortWorth.org.

Here’s how it works:
• Just call our toll-free number at 855.950.GIVE (4483) to speak to a representative of 

the CCFW Vehicle Donation Program OR fill out our online car donation form.
• Our representative will schedule a pickup that’s convenient, and provide you with 

confirmation of your donation for tax purposes.

1.      Laundry Detergent

2.      Dish Soap

3.      Toilet Paper

4.      Trash Bags

5.      Disinfecting Wipes

6.      All-Purpose Cleaner

7.      Ziplock Sandwich Bags

8.      Paper Towels

9.      Pots & Pans

10.    Twin-King Size Beds

TOP 10 NEEDS

READY, SET, GIVE!

Texoma Gives Day
September 15, 2016
6:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
texomagives.org/npo/catholic-charities-fort-worth-northwest-campus

North Texas Giving Day
September 22, 2016
6:00 a.m. – Midnight
northtexasgivingday.org/npo/catholic-charities-fort-worth

By participating in Giving Month, you can make a difference with your gift to Catholic Charities Fort Worth.

Follow @ Facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesFW to share in the excitement of making a difference in so many lives.
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TO PROVIDE SERVICE TO THOSE IN NEED, 

TO ADVOCATE COMPASSION AND JUSTICE IN 

THE STRUCTURES OF SOCIETY, AND TO CALL 
ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL TO DO THE SAME. 

CONNECT WITH US

We need Ambassadors! 

For more information, email 

Advancement@ccdofw.org

If you would like to elect to receive an electronic version of our newsletter and 
help us conserve costs, or you no longer wish to receive this publication, please 

email your request to Yovana Munoz at ymunoz@ccdofw.org

CREATE. ERADICATE. TRANSFORM.


